
2009 Advances in CLEANER 
CARS, water conservation 
& recycling
Although gridlock reigned in Sacramento for much of the 
year (see California Legislative Report Card), Sierra Club 
California’s advocacy efforts paid off in some important wins 
for our water, air and atmosphere.

Since 2001 we have campaigned to reduce emissions of green-
house gases from passenger vehicles, and this was the year that 
we passed the final roadblocks on that route to cleaner cars. 
In May, President Obama reversed George W. Bush’s errant 
course and announced that the federal government would 
allow California’s vehicle standards to take effect. In fact, he 
also declared that new national standards would follow 
California’s lead.

In the California Legislature, the “sponsor” of a bill is a group 
that conceives of legislation, testifies for it, and pushes it 
through the entire process, from introduction to signing. 
This year, Sierra Club California successfully sponsored 
Assembly Bill 975, authored by Assemblymember Paul Fong. 
Thanks to this legislation, water corporations with more 
than 500 service connections will be required to install water 
meters on unmetered connections by 2020, and water billing 
will be based on meter readings and actual volume of water 
used. These measures will save more of California’s precious 
water supply.

After we pass legislation, we make sure it is implemented. 
One of our sponsored bills, the Mercury Thermostat 
Collection Act, authored by Assemblymember Ira Ruskin, 
took effect this year. Because of this law, the companies 
that made thermostats containing mercury, a potent neuro-
toxin, are required to take back waste thermostats 
at no charge to the consumer. To find a collection point, 
go to: http://www.thermostat-recycle.org/.
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California Water 
Special Session
By Jim Metropulos, Sr. Advocate

The Legislature recently concluded a special session on water 
that resulted in the passage of various “water reform” policy 
bills and an $11 billion water bond, purportedly to address the 
state of California’s water supply problems and Delta ecosystem 
health. While some legislators and environmental groups are 
calling this “ambitious water reform” and a “historic moment” 
for California, a closer look at the different parts of the package 
reveals that the reforms are too weak to be effective and filled 
with various loopholes and exemptions from the policies. Sadly, 
this water package contains a number of poor policy elements 
that do nothing to ensure the long-term sustainability of 
California’s precious water resources, or the restoration of the 
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. Sierra Club California opposed 
the water package and fought furiously against it with the 
Planning and Conservation League, Friends of the River, 
Environmental Justice Coalition for Water, Delta farmers and 
water districts and many others. 

The main players pushing the water package through the 
Legislature included Senators Steinberg and Simitian and 
Assemblymembers Huffman and Caballero. They were backed 
by urban and agricultural water agencies like the Metropolitan 
Water District of Southern California and Westlands Irrigation 
District that wanted a more reliable way to export more water 
from the Delta. Some environmental groups like the Natural 
Resources Defense Council, the Nature Conservancy, and 
Environmental Defense Fund supported the water package 
and felt that it provided a “comprehensive package of workable 
solutions.” And, they continued their support even as the policy 
bills were weakened during the legislative process. Working 
together this coalition tried to force the water package through 
the Legislature on the last day of session in September without 
input from other interested parties. They were stopped when 
Sierra Club California and other opponents raised questions 
about the substance of the package and the timing, causing the 
Assembly to decide not to move the bills forward. Governor 
Schwarznegger, wanting action on water, called the Legislature 
back into a special session on water in October. The special 
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CLEARCUTTING 
ENDORSEd TO 
SEQUESTER CARBON

Michael Endicott, Advocate 

A new forestry battlefront has opened up at the Air 
Resources Board (ARB) as part of implementation 
of AB 32 (climate change).  The newly “Revised 
and Approved Forest Action Protocol” (version 3.0, 
Sept. 2009) contains a provision that, if allowed to 
stand, will justify decimating California’s forest 
resources in the name of climate action.

Our forests (local and global) have good potential 
for sequestering carbon. Recognizing this, the ARB 
recently approved Forest Action Protocol provisions 
which would allow credits for voluntary forest based 
offset actions by carbon emitters.  These credits 
could be used to speed reforestation efforts after a 
fire, to buy easements to prevent conversion of 
forested areas to development, and, to improve 
forest management practices so they are harvested 
at a more sustainable level, improve habitat values 
and reduce negative water quality impacts. All these 
appear to be reasonably productive options.  But, 
the ARB went further and wrote in subsidies for 
clear cutting operations as well. 

After Sierra Club California volunteer testimony, 
as well as that of our allies, some ARB members 
indicated they were very uncomfortable with the 

Kudos to Bill Magavern (shown left) for being named to the 
Capitol Weekly Top 100 List of  “…influence peddlers, power 
brokers and political players in California.” The newspaper listed 
Bill as #38 and offered the following rationale for its choice: “As 
the Sacramento-based director of Sierra Club California, Bill 
Magavern is a critical environmental voice as it relates to 
government policy and legislation. He and his colleagues weigh 
in on all things environmental: water, air, timber, land use and, 
increasingly, global warming. He bird-dogs the Air Resources 
Board, testifies at hearings and invokes the cachet of the Sierra 
Club to support — or oppose — legislation.” (April 16, 2009)

clearcutting provision, and, that their vote for the Protocol was 
not a commitment to include clearcutting as any part of a regulatory 
compliance program under a cap and trade program planned for 
adoption next year. 

Inclusion of clearcutting as an ARB endorsed sequestration technique 
completely undermines the value and credibility of the Protocol program. 
Clearcutting is an un-natural forest management technique, with no 
potential for timely carbon sequestration. And, as such, it will be a 
meaningless offset option that will suck away dollars that would go to 
real time reductions of emissions through energy efficiency programs 
and renewable energy development.

The “gold rush” for our trees was launched moments after ARB Protocol 
approval when the Governor and SPI (the largest clear cutting operation 
in California), with great fanfare, announced clearcutting as the poster 
child for the offset program. Not reforestation. Not conversion 
prevention. But, subsidizied clear cuts!  

Watch for our updates and alerts on ways you can help to fix this 
loophole in the ARB’s climate program.
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Dear Friends,

Every Californian has been affected by the national recession and State budget crisis. 
Over the last few months I’ve had to consider what these difficult economic times mean, 
not only for our state’s environment, but also for Sierra Club California. The stresses of 
the current economic downturn, and the influence of special interests who exploit hard 
times to their own ends, are testing the resolve and creativity of those of us who are 
working to protect our parks, air, water and habitat. At the same time, Sierra Club 
California is facing a funding crisis. 

Starting in 2010, Sierra Club California will receive drastically less financial underwriting 
from the national Sierra Club than it has in the past, due to the recession and to a 
restructuring at the national level. Cuts in national Sierra Club funding to Sierra Club 
California could be more than 20%, with additional reductions in 2011 and beyond

In view of our upcoming deficit, I’m working with our Executive Committee and my 
staff to minimize already lean operating costs, and, to pursue strategies for expanding 
and diversifying our funding sources. And, as you can see from the range of articles in 
this newsletter, we are stretching our staff of five, plus a part time consultant, to diligently 
address as many of the environmental issues affecting our futures and California’s natural 
heritage as we can. Because of the generosity of our direct donors, individual contribu-
tions to support Sierra Club California’s environmental advocacy work have fallen only 
slightly. But we will still face a substantial budget shortfall.

It’s disheartening to me to realize that, in the very near future, SCC may not have the 
resources to continue our present level of advocacy, let alone assume additional work, 
like ongoing coastal concerns, no matter how important it may be. And, I hope you 
agree that this crisis couldn’t come at a worse time for California’s environment. That’s 
why I’m appealing to you for your help.

If you’ve donated to us in the past year I thank you for your support . And, I‘m asking 
that you consider an additional contribution within your means . If you haven’t yet 
donated, please assess the value our advocacy brings to environmental health and 
protection in California and make a donation to help us continue our crucial work.

If you are able, please consider making a gift at the ‘365 Green’ level. A dollar a day 
($30.42 per month) will help keep our Sacramento advocacy team working on your 
behalf through 2010. As a ‘365 Green’ donor you’ll receive a Sierra Club Calendar to 
remind you of the special places your gift protects, and I’ll send you periodic 
updates on our work. And, as long as you participate at the ‘365 Green’ level, your 
name will be removed from SCC’s general list for soliciting donations from Sierra 
Club members and supporters. You can use the enclosed envelope for your donation, 
or, you can visit our website www.sierraclubcalifornia.org to donate online. Thank you 
for your support.

Forever Green,

Bill Magavern 
Director
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session concluded, after an all night session, at 6:30 am on 
November 4 with the passage of the water package by both 
houses of the Legislature. The Governor signed the package into 
law on November 10.

The centerpiece of the water package is an $11.1 billion water 
bond, which will be placed on the November 2010 ballot for 
voter approval. While the bond contains $250 million for water 
conservation and $1 billion for water recycling programs, it also 
provides $3 billion to build new dams and expand existing ones 
that threaten the Sacramento, San Joaquin and other California 
rivers. Eligible dam projects include Sites Reservoir in Colusa 
County, Temperance Flat Reservoir in Fresno County, and 
enlarging Los Vaqueros Reservoir in Contra Costa County. If 
approved by voters, the debt on the bond would be paid back 
out of the state’s general fund. Annual payments on the debt 
of this bond will cost $800 million a year. With the state already 
looking at a $14 billion budget deficit for 2010, this bond will 
be a tough sell, and, if approved will probably require the 
Legislature to further reduce funding for education, public 
safety and other environmental programs that have been deci-
mated in past budget battles. Sierra Club California opposes 
the use of bond funds to pay for water projects and programs 
that could be funded via user fees placed on local water agencies 
and users that directly benefit from the projects.

The package of four water policy bills attempts to address 
problems with the Delta and promote better management of 
the state’s water resources. The main bill, SBx7 1 (Simitian) 
focuses on governance for the Delta and creates a new state 
agency, the Delta Stewardship Council, charged with creating 
a Delta Plan that balances water management and ecosystem 
restoration by 2012. The Council has seven members – four 
appointed by the Governor and two appointed by the 
Legislature, with the last seat being reserved for the chair of the 
Delta Protection Commission, an existing state agency. After 
the Delta Plan is adopted, the Council will review state and 
local projects proposed for the Delta to see if those projects are 
consistent with the Delta Plan. Under SBx7 1, a new conser-
vancy for the Delta would be created to oversee habitat 
restoration. Finally, the State Water Board would be directed 
to determine water flows to for fisheries in the Delta by the end 
of September, 2010.The three other policy bills are SBx7 6 
(Pavley): requiring the reporting of the elevations of ground-
water basins, SBx7 7 (Feuer & Huffman): requiring 20% urban 
water conservation statewide by 2020, and SBx7 8 (Steinberg): 
requiring the reporting of water diversions from the Delta. 
These policy bills will remain in law regardless of whether or 
not state voters approve the water bond next year.

In theory, all of these things might be helpful to begin to address 
the problems of the Delta. However, upon closer inspection, 

SBx7 1 fails to follow through and provide the Council with 
the authority it needs to protect the Delta: First, the legislation 
provides no guidance to Council on how to resolve conflicts 
between water supply demands and ecosystem needs as it crafts 
its Delta Plan. Second, after the plan is adopted, the Council 
will be able to review state and local projects that may conflict 
with the plan but it has no power to stop or revise projects that 
might harm the Delta. Third, the Council has no authority to 
reduce the State’s reliance on water exports from the Delta, 
which is the main cause of the Delta’s collapse. Also, there are 
no qualifications — expertise, geography, etc. — for the 6 
appointments made by the Governor and the Legislature. The 
Governor’s appointments are for terms of either four or six 
years. Consequently, Governor Schwarzenegger will be setting 
the agenda for water policy for years to come even though he 
has one year left in office. Fourth, while the State Water Board 
will determine the instream flow needs for fisheries in the Delta, 
these determinations will not be binding on water agencies or 
limit the amount of water exported from the Delta. Finally, 
the package does not provide any means to fund the Council 
or the new conservancy if the water bond fails. These are a few 
of the reasons why Sierra Club California opposed SBx7 1. 
There are also problems with the conservation, groundwater 
and water diversion pieces of the water policy package that 
include ineffective mechanisms to implement the stated goals 
of the policies, weak goals, and loopholes. 

Although we find many parts of the water package to be too 
deficient to deal with the problems of the Delta, Sierra Club 
California will now follow the state agency proceedings that 
will implement different parts of the new laws. We will advocate 
for the strongest regulatory measures as the laws allow and for 
halting any further backsliding in environmental protections 
by state agencies during these proceedings. We will push for 
new water legislation in 2010 to cure some of the deficiencies 
in the recently passed package. And, we will organize an effective 
campaign with allies to educate the public about the negative 
environmental and financial ramifications of the water bond 
on the November 2010 ballot. 

In a few months, the state water contractors will release their 
proposal for new water conveyance through the Delta, i.e. 
peripheral canal, as part of a draft Bay-Delta Conservation Plan. 
Schwarzenegger will appoint the Delta Stewardship Council 
and it will begin meeting to forge the Delta Plan. Also, federal 
and state agencies will release environmental studies for two of 
the dams that are eligible for bond funding – Sites Reservoir 
and Temperance Flat Dam — for public comment. And we 
will need help in organizing against the water bond. These 
proceedings, along with many others to come, show that battles 
over water in the state are far from over despite the passage of 
this “historic water reform package.”

California Water continued from cover
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1.  Fighting Global Warming, Generating Clean 
Energy and Stimulating Green Jobs by:

• Raising the Renewables Portfolio Standard to 33% 
or higher by 2020, with policy reforms to improve 
implementation.

• Requiring motor vehicle manufacturers to innovate with 
new technologies that reduce their emissions of air 
pollution and greenhouse gases.

• Requiring major polluters to pay for their greenhouse 
gas emissions, with revenues used to benefit clean 
energy, public transit, preparedness, green jobs and 
low-income consumers.

2.  Safeguarding A Clean, Affordable, Adequate 
Water Supply by:

• Promoting statewide water conservation and efficiency, 
including enacting into law requirements for water 
sub-metering. 

• Educating our members, the media and general public 
about our opposition to the $11.1 billion water bond 
on the November 2010 ballot.

• Building best management practices for urban water 
agencies.

3.  Protecting Californians from Toxic Threats by:

•Working with the Department of Toxic Substances 
Control on new rulemaking to implement the bipar-
tisan 2008 law giving that agency authority to ensure 
consumer products sold in California are safe for our 
families and our environment.

• Implementing requirements for manufacturers of 
household hazardous wastes — like mercury-containing 
thermostats — to provide consumers with free and 
convenient recycling options.

4.  Preserving Our Natural Heritage and 
Assuring Habitat Resiliency by:

• Supporting a ballot measure to provide a sustainable 
source of funding for our state’s parks, which have been 
starved for resources.

• Advocating in the Legislature and Agencies to ensure 
that California’s beautiful coast, ocean, forests and 
deserts are protected, and that our diverse (but dimin-
ishing) species and habitats are safeguarded from such 
disparate threats as off-shore oil drilling, clearcutting, 
poorly planned development and global warming.

Get Involved... Increase Our Clout
With nearly 200,000 members and supporters, Sierra Club California is one of the largest grassroots organizations in the state. 
And now, Sierra Club California invites you to join in Increasing Our Clout. Our staff lobbyists are highly effective, but often 
during a legislative session, your REPRESENTATIVES NEED TO HEAR DIRECTLY FROM YOU. As the state legislature 
reconvenes in 2010, Sierra Club California is growing our Increasing Our Clout Program to connect members to their 
representatives at the most important times to make a difference for California’s environment. Think of it as a rapid response 
network. Sometimes, this means a quick phone call to your Assembly member or your Senator’s district office to let them know 
your position on a priority bill.  Other times, it may mean writing a letter, or meeting in small groups with a legislator or their 
district staff. We’ll supply training, talking points and expert assistance. When the environment is at stake, our cadre of activists 
will be ready to easily and effectively voice our positions. Get involved….and make a difference!  Please send a note of interest 
to Annie Pham at: Annie.Pham@SierraClub.org 

Andy Katz 
Chair, Sierra Club California

SIERRA CLUB CALIFORNIA’S PRIORITY ISSUES FOR 2010



Help Promote Clean Cars 
For more than eight years, Sierra Club California has been working 
to protect our atmosphere from greenhouse gases (GHGs) and other 
harmful pollutants produced by passenger vehicles. That is why we 
are excited to announce the start of our Clean Car campaign. Sierra 
Club California is working alongside our allies to ensure that the 
California Air Resources Board successfully updates and implements 
three critical clean car standards that aim to reduce harmful auto 
pollution and to ensure the aggressive commercialization of low 
emission and zero emission vehicles. State standards should require 
widespread deployment of plug-in hybrids and electric vehicles that 
will curb our dependence on foreign oil and save us money at the 
gas pump while protecting our climate. 

We are calling on Sierra Club activists to help our campaign clean 
our air, curb global warming and increase fuel efficiency in cars.

Contact Green Transportation Campaign Organizer Megan Norris, 
at megan.norris@sierraclub.org

Preserve 
the Future

Make a commitment to the next generation by 
remembering Sierra Club and Sierra Club California 

in your will. Your support will help others and 
preserve the intricate balance of nature.

For more information and 
confidential assistance, contact:

Sierra Club Gift Planning Program
85 Second Street Second Floor, San Francisco, CA 94105 

gift.planning@sierraclub.org  • (800) 932-4270

Explore, enjoy and protect the planet

801 K Street, Suite 2700 
Sacramento, CA 95814

Follow Sierra Club California at www.twitter.com/sierraca

Sierra 
Club

gift planning


